Vou. Vv. NO 31. 


MERROR, 


PUBLISHED 
Friday Evenings and Saturday Morning 
aT NO. 3), CORNHILL. 
THREES DOLLARS PER TEAR, in @dvantce. 
moore & sevey. 


ADDRESS 
Delivered at Masonic Hall, Portsmouth, N. 
H. at the festival of St. Johu the Evangelist, 
Dee. 27, A. by JOHN CHRISTIE. 
Master of St. John’s Lodge No, 1, 


Baetanty,—The Committce ap- 
pointed by St. John’s Lodge, to make 
the requisite arrangements tor celepra- 
ting the present anniversary of St. 
John the Evangelist, having requested 
me to address you; T will now, in 
compliance with their wishes, offer for 
your fraternal considerations, some de- 
sultory remarks; which perhaps, may 
not be deemed entirely unsuitable to 
the oceasion, that has called us togeth- 
er. You will perceive, that I have 
made liberal quotations from Masonic 
writers, which, Ptrust, will not prove 
unacceptable. In attempting to ad- 
dress you, I find my<elf inoving in a 
sphere, hitherto unknown to me; | 
have therefore to beg, that in passing 
judgment on what may be presented, 
you will make every allowance, which 
tay inexperien¢e and want of ability so 
justly demand. is a source of great 
gratification and jov to me, to meet so 
many of my Masonic brethren on this 
happy occasion, and I doubt not, it is 
equally so te every brether  present.— 

In this retreat ef friendship and vir- 
tue,”’ where we have so often ‘taken 
sweet counsel together,”’ and experi- 
enced ‘Show good and haw pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in uni- 
ty,” in this place, hallowed by so many 
pleasing recollections and associations, 
we have assembled as masons, to cele- 
brate the aunnal festival instituted in| 
commemoration of a reputed patren of 
earancient and honorable order,—the 
Evangelist St. John. 

Tae thiseminent 
eda bright pteture of masonic virtue 
Hiissou!l was filled to overflowing with 
sincere, Cevoted love to his Ged, and} 
to his brethren of the human race. 
On the altar of his heart the sacred fire 
of piety, philanthropy, end brotherly 
Jove, burned witha fervor and vivid- 
ness, perhaps never surpassed in any 
human being. Tis life was devoted to 
the promulgation of those heaven born 
truths and precept<, the knowledge 
znd observance ef which, would smocth 
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destroyed the harmon 
controlled our elections; polluted the 
lotntains of justice, and spread distrust 
throughout all the ramitications of so- 
cial interéourse.’ 

Perhaps some may consider this 
statement of the charges preferred a- 
Suinst us, as mere fancy; they may 
suppose itto be nought but the crea- 
tion of a morbid imagination. But 
such is not the case; it isa literal ex- 
tract of a series of resolutions, adopt- 
ed atau‘ anti-masonic counly -con- 
vention,” heid im the state of New 
York, within the present year, Our 
enemies have determined to effect 
possible the destruction of our order 
They have cahed to their aid, detrac- 
tion, falsehood, and calumny, and have 
aroused into action. all the baser pas- 
stons, whieh Jurk in the he: rt of de- 
praved and sinful man. war of ex- 
termination has been waged against us; 
the demon of proscription and intoler- 
ance has been» let loose from his den, 
to lay waste the fair fields of freédom. 
Almost every means, the prolific imag- 
ination of man can devise, it would 
seem, has been employed to further the 
unholy design; even the ballot box has 


lowed purpose, of disfranchising a large 


civil and religious liberty, whose char- 
acters as nen and as citizens, will not 


son with those of their opponents. An 
occasional recurrence to the fundamen- 
tal principles of any science, or of any 
association, is frequently productive of 
great good, Relieving, that a similar 


leave to call your attention to a review 
of the great principles on which our in- 


nevolent institution. 


ternal appearances, while the heart re- 


No! its characier is widely different: 


and bring into lively action, all the no- 
bler and more exalted sympathies and 


in the soul. love to our Maker and to 
our fellow beings. 


y of churches, 


been prostituted to the base and unhal-| 


portion of the citizens of this land of 


suffer to say the least, by a compari-. 


country.”” ‘Lhey are instructed 
to deal justly’ with alll; to reliew 
the suffering and distressed of theb 
race, so far as provideuce has favourec 
them with the ability; to exercise \ fer 
bearance and forgiveness toward: 
their foes; and, in one word to © dé 
unto others, as they would that others 
should do unto them.” Masonry elds 
es her moral instructions, by pointing 
us to ‘* the narrow houce appointed for 
all living,’’ thereby teaching us pu 
iraily, that the all-destroying scythe 
time will, sooner or later, sever ithe 
slender thread that binds us to earthgme 
death, the universal leveller, comsign 
us to the tomb. She leaves” user 
amid the darkness and gloom of the 
grave; but presenting us with the em- 
blematic sprig of erergeen, ‘directs 
our eyes upward to ‘* that spiritual 
building that house net made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens;” 
all good masons hope at last to arri¥e.”’ 
Masonry Las adopted a medium 
conveying her moral lessons to the 
mind, a train of beautiful emblems, ju- 
diciously seleeted, and admirably suit- 
ed to make deep and lasting impression 

Among them, are found the various 
implements of the .operative mason, 
which im a most interesting and im 
pressive mauner, bring home to the 
heart, much importa and invalnabk 
moral instruction. 

For example,—the pumb, the square 
and the level = ‘* The plumb admonishes 
walk uprightly in our several 
| stations before God and man, squaring 
(our actions by the square of virtue, and 
‘remembering that we are travelling 


| returns.”” Permit me to 
notice another,—the trowel;—by this 


| 
‘noble contention, or rather conilat 

best wor's pr he 


‘What a wreath for eloquence! 


vortrayed the kindly influences of broth. 
orly love—hbw far it softencd the ce 
iamities of life, and took the sting fret 
death. He dwelt upon the new oblig: 
ions the initiate bad assumed and re 
minded him that the place which Le 
hen was, should be’ cons.dered sactes 
io fraternal sympathies, and was con 
secrated to aflection—a place in whiel 
vvery pledge was given to cultivat 
every fond, every generous emotion 
and that ‘if there be a paradise on eart. 
his is t—’tis this’—-to quéneh at one 
mthe overfiowingof atiecticn and for 
viveness, the heartbuTpiug of enmity 


andtewash away the long ,scores«t 


-ancor and bitterness that had witheres 
the soul. The brothey who had sat 
iired, as he heard sentence alter senter- 
ce of the charge, bad moved by a frnnc 
step, nearer tothe -aitar and watches 
in agony the infinence these truths hac 
on his brother’s mind; their eyes met— 
volumes were spoke. at a glance. Oh 
what a moment, for two that had drank 
the stream of life from one materna! 
bosom; they looked once more, anc 
rushed into each other’s arms, brother for - 
give me broke from the hearts of beth, 
in half suffocated and inarticulate words 
What 
a triumph for masonry 

The social character of our institu- 
tien, has many striking peculiarities 
Associations, genetully, are confined 
to particular classes or denominations 
of men. Not so isthe masonic. i his 
is limited to no one country, religicu: 
sect, or political party ;—it is restricted 
to no particular profession or vocation 


Masonry has adopted the great truth, 


course will not be unprofitable and use- | upon the level of time, to ‘that undis- | that all men are born equal,-—on_ this 
less to us at the present time; I beg! covrered country, from whose bourne | basis, she has erected Ler social super- 


structure. 
The unalienable and inestimable 


stitution is established. The masonic|instrument we are taughtto spread right of opinion, of private judgment, | 
is peculiarly, a morel, sociel, and be- | ‘the, cement of bretherly and she sacredly regards. 


When a partic- 


The morality of afieetion, thet cement which unites us! ipation in her privileges and pleasures 
masonry isnot of a cold, superiicial into one sacred band, er society of | ts solicited, Masonry enquires not— 
description, founded on mere expedi-) friends aud brothers, emeng whem no | whether the applicant first saw the light 
ency, and having reference only to ¢x- coptention should ever exist, bat that) of day, inthis, or that portion of the 


‘mbraces allin the arms of charity and 
uternal kindness. Cast. your eyes, 
rethren around this Hall, solemnly 
edicated to masonry, to virtue, to uni- 
ersal benevolence. 
How pleasing! how gratifying! how 
elightiul! the scene, that meets the 
lew, 
We ljere bebtild individuals differing 
opinions, religious and political; — 
‘udividuals of various professions and 
ccupations, but meeting on a common 
evel, giving and receiving the warm 
rasp of friendship aud afieetion; inter- 
hanging all the kindlier feelings of 
ur pature, and cultivating and purtu- 
ing all the sceial and generous virtues; 
sithout which, earth would be but a 
ireary waste, aod lite a wearisome bur- 
den, 

Our Rev. Br. Bernaré Whitman, in 
isvddress at the dedication of the 

Masonic ‘Temple in Boston, used the 
iollowing language; and in the senti- 
ments expressed, we can ad) heartily 
concur Said he, bless God that 
there is one place on earth wheye nen 
of different oppesirg sentiments 
cap meet as brethren, Yes. Tem re- 

cived with the cordial gratp of friend 
hipwhenl enter the lodge, by the 
Sucderborgian, the Episeepalian, the 
Methodist, the Calvinist, the Baptist, 
and the Universalist. 

“Allfeelings of pity or compassion 
enaccount of each others error are 
banished from our bosom. Ail hearts 
be tilled with bretherly love: 
and i the Christian church would ex- 
hibit a similar specimen of union and 
affection, would represent more fully 
the kingdom of heaven.” 

I cannot forbear quoting here, an 
anecdote, exhibiting beautiful 
jlight, the great) principle, that lies at 
ithe foundation of the social character 
of of our institution. Tn eur revelution- 
ary war, the American army had its 
Masentc Ledges ‘It is said, that 
the presiding cfliicer of the one attach- 
edto that parte! the army under the 


ion, iglobe;—whether he worships his God) immediate command of the: immortal 
conformity to a certain ritual, or is, ashirgton, Was a common seldier: and 


In fine, the moral teachings of ma- united withany one of the nimercus’ (hat the’ Father of his Coantiy” inhuere 


‘found in any other institution of earthly 
origin. lbeg leave here to introduce 


dictive passions of the heart. 


cupation of tilling the soil, or is enpag- 
ed in any ef those usetal arts and em, 


affections of our. nature; their legiti- an interesting illustration of the moral) ployments, to which we are indel ted 
mate tendency is to purify and enncble power, which Masonry exerts in subdu-) for the thousand conve nienees und coni-| ing directly fiew the great beck ef 
the heart, to enkindle and keep clive ing and overcoming the angry and vin-| forts, which rencer Iie pleasant: end | ture. 
It is ex- desirable. 
‘tracted trem awerk by S. L. Knapo,|ly rank or henors. 


Masonry reparcs not worle- 
Hee eye net 


the precepts, which goto make up our sonry are more perfect, more complete, isects into which the religieus world is fed by the first principles of that institu- 
moral code; the tenets, which compose and better fitted to advance the cause | divided; she asks not, w he ther he is at- 
the moral creed of the Free and ac- of virtue, and promote the best good ot tached to this, or that pelitical party ;— 
cepted mason, when obeyed; awaken beings like ourselves; than those to be| whether he pursues the honourable oc- 


tion, which he honored, ang by the first 
and noblest principle of hic hour na- 
ture is susce;tible, prevely submited 
serve kim asa member. 
sin ple fact) (eoutinues the 


narrator) 
aks 


itis a jiesson com- 


jt is cueof those ehrystalline 
‘gems that. spting spontaneously fren, 


jnature’s pelleeid fountain is the 


without regard to’ country, condition, 
color, sex, or age, ‘* has @ claim te our 
kind offices.” 

Masonic charity is not limited simply 
tp relieving the physical wants of man, 
tovalleviate the suflering of the body. 
Masons are bound by the tenets of 
their institution, te use their best en- 
deavors ‘‘to restore peace to the 
troubled mind;”’ to lead the wanderer. 
inthe forbidden and-thorny peths ef 
vice and iniquity, back to the peaceful 
and pleasant ways of virtue; and to 


pour the light ef knowledge over the- 


mind bewildered in the dark mazes of 
ignorance and folly. Itis a pleasing and 
lelightful recollection, that the teach- 
ings of masonry have not been disobey- 
ed. We can, with feelings of high 
gratification, peintto innumerable in- 
stances, Wherein the treternity have 
given incentrovertable evidence, that 


they have loved not in word only, ‘but _ 


in deecs and in truth.” Thousands of 
the sufiering children of humanity, have 
been comiorted and relieved by their 
benevolence. Hundreds ef our race, 
whose anticipations hed been blasted 
by disappointment and misfortune; 
whose prospects had beecme dark and 
cheerless; when the last faint glimmer- 
ing ray of hope, had almost become ex-~ 
tinct, and despair was about to fasten’ 
its destroying fangs on the mind: have 


'been rescued by masonic charity, 
/restored to happiness and usefulness. 


The heart of many a diseonsolate wi 
ow, bas been mace to sing fer joy, and 
the cries ot ber little ones, have been 
hushed, by the timely aid preseated™ 
by a mason’s hand. 


Brethren. permit me to offer to your 


notice, fromthe Masonic Mirror of 
CGct 17, 1829, a portion of an interest- 
ing statement ef jacts, drawn up by the 
worthy and able editor of that print, in™ 
defence of the institution, against char- 
ges tenching its charitable character. 
‘*We have choren,” (says cur 
brother,) ‘* for this purpore, the Boston‘ 
Masonic Beard of Relief, established 
July 19, 1818. This Beard is compo- 
sed of Committees cf charity frem the 
Grend hedge, Andrew's end St. - 
Paul’s R A. Chapters, St. John’s, St. 
Andrew's, Massachusetts, Columbian 
and Mcunt lebanon Loeges. The 
ledges in this city, holding their meet- 


This|irgs hutence a menth, it wes found 
inconvenient, if net whelly impractica- 


ble, to attend teapplications fer chari- 
ty, With that premptness which urgent 
cases require, and which is oftentimes 
requisite to render the doration acceypt-" 
eble end efficient. ‘lo avoid this diffi- 


the ragged and uneven path of life, and| Jt is a system of positive virtue, and entitled Gens et Masonry, or, a de-|dazzled by the ghitterof wealth. Jujpreduct of that feeling. ‘thet hallowed jculty, the Board of Relief was estab 

unite tie whole human race, in the|has for its corner stone, faith in the ex- | fence of the order. her view, poverty is no disgrace, ‘The | principle of eqraliv, by whieh Ged lished, ‘more effectuaily to relieve 
strong and indissoluble bonds of peace, | istence. attributes, and providence of) “A gentleman of high destinetion in, only questions propesed by Masonry, 


harmany and love, 
These benign principles retained, 


God. 


It teaches us to adore and wor- 


the literary and scientific, as well as 


are—Does the candidate pleee his 


jsuemis te have designed thatman 


Le governed; and is that law to which 


strangers, who are ard who 


may need nssistance.’ The &d article 


ship Him as the Almighty Architect of political world, and on whose accents} trust and ecut dence in Ged? Is he ajevery Freee aven should reverently | of the Constitution ¢ eclnres ‘ said eon. 
P ‘ith deliel | virtucus oralman? In the Lledve how. j mittee shall meetener a week and of- 
nossesston of his soul to the last ;—when the U niverse,—whose Omniscient senates have sung wit ehebt, and Vi Us, morabmans Cge, | how, ’ 
‘ 


tic inirmities of age had fastened their 
iron grasp upon his animal frame, and 
were gradually drawing him down te) 
the dark va'ley of the shadow of death; 
the of still warmed his heart, 


mind ‘* knows our down-sitting and up- 


rising, and understands our thoughts 


afar off,’’ whose all-seeing eye is ever 
upen us, searching the inmost recesses 


‘whose ceep stores of knowledge, net 
only the sages of the law in’ this ecun- 
try, but distant monarchs are mueh in- 
debt d for liberality and expanded views 


nene of the partition > walls, which the 
pride and folly of man, have erected 
abroad in the world, are found; none 
of the artificial and) senseless Cistine- 


The Masonic is a charitable, a be- 
nevelent scecicty Ct all the vutned 
which and adorn the chatacter 
of man, charity has the pre-eminence ; 


tener il necessary, at evch time and 
place ns they may agree upon, nnd it 
shall be their faithfully and dili- 
gently to inquire into the qualifications, 


of our hearts, and taking cognizance of, and excellent schemes for restraining | tens, hich obtain in a greater or less} it is the crowning excellence, Let cncumstances and necessities 
and sent fortn its cheering beams in all) every action we perioim. i vice and tempering justice with mercy | degree among men, are known. nam be possessed of fer charity, end carefully te 


his words and actions. We are teld 
that in the assemblies of his christian 
brethren, being unable through bedily 
weakness to address them asin by-gene 


Masonry addresses us as moral be- 
ings, accountable to God, who will as- 
surecly ‘reward us according to our 
works.’? She recognizes ‘tthe High 


|}—was not long since master of a com- 


Jodge amongst our southern breth-. 


-retn. Towards the close of an evening's 
labour, when the charge was to be 


davs. he was. accustomed to use this! and Lofty One, who inhabiteth eterni- | given to one who had that night been 


siort, but gomprehensive, and affecting | 


as tue fountain of all good, the 


‘initiated into the mysteries of the craft, 


exhortation ‘ children, lore one anoth-| giver of every blessing, the father and: and he had come upto the chair to re- 


Beinz asked why he told them 
only one thing, he answered, ‘* that 
nothing else was needed.’ 

Happy! thrice happy! would it have 
been forthe world, had his example 


friend of his creatures; and instructs 
ns never to take his name upon cur lips, 
but with that reverence and awe, which 
becometh frail and ening beings ever 
to exercise toward their Creator and 


ceive it, the quick eye of the master 
| saw sitting ata distance, the brother of 
chin who had approached to receive a 
egeeth of duty, moody, dark and silent. 
| Between the brothers there had been 


Discussions, whose tendency is te 
arouse the angry passions, engenéer 
prejudices, and weaken and destroy 
the golden chain of friendship, are ex- 
pressly prohibited, Nothing is permit- 
ted within the peaceful wallsof the 
Ledge, that would in the least, marthe 
Nappiness and pleasure, which there 
reign. 

Men of various religious sentiments 
and political views, here meet on the 
brond and expansive lerel of a common 


let his mind be enriched wih the treas- 
ures of knowledge ane science: let bim 
eceups ap exalted station, aud be sur- 
rounded with ail the pomp and cir- 
cumstance” of wealth and rank; and if 
heaven bern charity have 
ing place in his heart, he is Lut ‘ as 
sounding brass, er a tinkling cymbal.” 


love, take possession ef his bosem, and 
how changed the scene; yeu see him 
bringing all the pewers and faculties, 


net an abid-; 


But, let the spirit of philanthropy and} 


asccitein what sum of meney will ef- 
feetually relieve the applicant’ and the 
best mede of bestowing the some.’ 
‘The beard have aceordingly mei, for 
the last om nears (or cicce its organiza- 
tion) every Mondgy :. orning, and they 
have distributed for charitable purposes 
from July 19, 1819, to July 1&9 
$6,200. ‘The nember ef denations is 
about nine hundred and fifiy; about seren 
of which were granted to the 
widew and fatkeviiss! The meney 


creator has endowed | dispensed by this beard is raised b 
heen more extensively fellowed, and| Benefactor. She puts into our hands |\the most deadly feud—one that. had yrs aud ith frre the several 

his instructions more faithfully obeyed. the Efoly writings, to be the rule and} eaten like a cancer upen their vitals, y £ i FY id g 


My brethren, may we, and the whole | 
masonic family, imbibe more and more 
of his spirit, and earnestly endeavor to 
walk in the footsteps of this bright and 
Siining light, and great will be our 
beace. 

The present time is a remarkable 
trainthe history of our institution.— 
Masonry is assailed by the most bitter 
and unrelenting persecution, OGilo- 
quy and reproach without measure, 
have been heaped upon her. She is 
charged with crimes of the most appal- 
ling deseription; with fostering senti- 
ments and principles subversive of mo- 
rality and virtue, and destructive to the 
Tigitsand of the citizens of 
this free republic. Masons have been 
charged with sustaining an institu- 
tion which sanctions the reckless miur- 
der of its unoffending members; shiclds 
i's criminal ones from the punishment 
which our laws have provided. and 
Which they inflict upon all others in 
like ofending; which has intro- 


guide of onr faith and practice, and to 
enlighten our pathway to the tomb. 

She requires us to subdue every un- 
rnly passion, to restrain every mnordi- 
nate appetite and desire, to be temper- 
ate in all things, to abstain from every 
thing that will prove injurious to our- 
selves or others, and to make a_ right 
and proper use of those things, that are 
salutary and beneficial. 

Inthe social relations of life, ma- 
sons are required by the principles of 
their institution, to be kind husbands, 
good fathers, dutiful sons, aflectionate 
brothers, and faithful friends. As 
members of a political community they 
are to be true to their government, to 
support and maintain the supremacy of 
the laws under which they live, not to 
be concerned in any treasonable proj- 
ects, or conspiracies; but in all things, 
to demean themselves as good and puat- 
rintic citizens, As of the 
great family of man, masons are tanght 
to regard all as their brethren, children 


‘and had spread a leprosy over their 
|lives, tainting all around them, or con- 
‘nected with them: The ene about to 
the charge had been, it was 
snid, the most obdurate, The charge 
was begun: The text the master tock 
las the ‘initiate advanced, was from the 
language of him who spoke as never 
man spike—* Therefore, if thou bring thy 
gifis to the allur, and there rememberest 
that thy brother hath aught agamst thee; 
leave there thy gifis before the altar and 
go thy way: first be reconciled to thy broth- 
er and thencome and offer thy gifts.” 
‘The miseries of contention and dis- 
cord were strongly depicted by the 
speaker: he dwelt upon the deadliness 
of the moral poison of fame by content- 
ions—a poison that earth could not 
suck up, or time destroy; a poisen that 
springs afresh frem the grave of those 
who had concocted it, to curse their 
descendants to the remotest ages, The 
| listener trembled at the appalling truths 
i\—his soul was a witness fo them to tts 


aside; the only distinetion here known, 
is that arising from moral worth. ‘This 
alone, is the mason’s standaid af great- 
ness, 

The indisputable truth, that ‘‘worth 
makes the man,” is recognized by ma- 
senry in all itslength and breadth = The 
advantages and benefits resulting from 
an association based principh s se 
truly noble and generous in their char- 
acter, are great; their value is incaleu- 
lable: The shackles, with whicha 
mean and grovelling selfishness, to 
often binds the soul and cramps the 
better feelings of the heart, are burst 
asunder; the iron chains of bigotry ane 
intolerance, are cast off; the social 
powers and capacities of the mind, are 
developed and brought into activity; 
dormant sympathies and affections are 
awakened and warmed into life. Mis- 
anthropy and prejudice give place te 
friendship and benetolenee. The 
sweet pleasures of social intercourse 
are enjoved in all their purity. Mar 


work of amelicrating the condition ef 
his fellow beings, ol raising degraded 
human nature from the depths of vice 
and wretchedness. Yeu behold him 
succouring and relieving the distressed 
ind dispensing comfort and joy to the 
needy and sutiering children of men.— 
He has become an invaluable blessing 
to his race. He is now the almouer ol 
God. 

Charity in a masonic point of view, 
is not a narrow benevolence, restricted 
toa select few, hestowirg its favours 
merely on those withinthe pale of the 
institution, wand regarding with an eye 
unmoved and a heart untonched the 
suffering and misery abroad in the 
world, 

No! the charity of the true mason, 
ef him who has drank deeply at the 
pure fountain of masonic instruction 
knows no bounds, is confined to no spot 
4 nthe habitable globe; it ig as exten- 
sive asthe universe, The brotherhood 
it is true, have a prior claim on our he- 


institutions of this city; and is exclu» 
sive ofthe chorities granted by those 
institutions when in session; whicd 
probally to amuch lerger 
cum. It is usual et the annual meet- 
ings of the diferent in«tituticns, to vote 
a certain amount tothe Ecard of Relief, 
and should this eum inadequate 
to meet the calls for charity, en aererse 
mentis then resertee to. We believe 
itto be susceptible ef preof that the 
masonic iustitutiers ef this city have, 
conjoiitly, for the lastten years, 
tributed for purpeses, the 
sum of Fifleen hundred dillers @ gear! 
«The late Rev Dr. an emi- 
nent disise of the city of New York, in 
an addidss delivered by kim in Cet. 
1827, speaking of the extensive benevo- 
lence of the Grard 1 odge of that State 
eave: ‘In additien to the preeeecs of 
their ¢haiity furd, ef about seventeen 
thevsand dollars, by the regular ree 
ceipts of upwards of forty masonie hed- 
ies in the city ef New York, they are 
enabled to d&tibute annually, between 


ae 


regaids his feliow beings, as ‘‘hene of 
his bone, and flesh of his flech,” and 


* The Amaranth,” 1829. pp 29% 226. 


duced discord into the community at 


large; invaded the peace of families; 


Malner’s Charch Histery. 


nfone common parent, and fellow trav-| fulness; now looking wistful and wildly 
‘* undiscovered around the room, fearing, yet wishing 
ito catch the eye of his brother—the 
master sa® and changed hie tone, and 


nevolence; but the genius of masonry 
teaches us, that every human being, 


seven and theueand dollars, to 
the widows aad hans, the aick and 
the eflicted, and the distressed, and te” 


ellers to the same 


+Masoni¢ Mirror, April 6, 1833 


* Maeonie Mirror, Der. 19. 1229. 
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the decent interment of their dead.’ 
«Pratt adds, ‘there are probably 
five hundred dollars, on an average, 
devoted to charitable purposes by each 
of the different subordinate Lodges, 
ef which there are upwards of five 
hundred in this state.’ This, when 
put into figures stands thus, . 
Interest on G. L. fund $17,000, 6 
per cent, $1.020 
Receipts frem City Lodges, 
say, 7,500 
From 590 subordinate Lodges 


eas, 1s amember of the committee for|riosity of the female sex is proverbial : 
fifteen years, and on the payment of} A few German ladies, who possessed a 
twenty, is perpetual governor so long | greater share of this commodity than is 
as the’ Lodge of which he is Master ex- | necessary for shining in a drawing-room 
ists. The pringipal patrons of the in-| Conversation, were anxious to discover 
stitution are the prioce of Wales, Duke | the secrets of Freemasonry.. Having 
of York, Duke of Gloucester aud prince | been baflied in all their attempts upon 
Frederick of Orange. the tickleness of their husbands, and the 

Two Bengalee's youth are at this) fondness of their admirers, they con- 
time supported, and are receiving an| verted their curiosity into revenge, aud 
education, at the expense of a Lodge in| attempted to inflame the mind of Maria 
Essex county Mass.” Theresa, the Empress Queen, against 

Inthe sketch of the principles of/the lodges in Vienna. Their attempt 


remarkable fact in the history of a re- 
public, where the reformed religion 
has been protected from its infancy, 
and where Freemasons had always 
conducted themselves with exemplary 
propriety. The severe treatment, 
therefore, which they experienced, 
must have originated in some private 
quarrel between the members of the 
council and the fraternity. It could be 
prompted by no patriotic motive, by ne 
regard for the welfare of the state, or 
the safety of individuals. 


Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, War. 
ren, Clinton, Jacksen, Marshall, 
ingston, together with those of a host 
of the departed and living patriots and 
worthies of our country. ] will men 
tion another; the name, of the ado ‘ 
ed son of Columbia, that unyieldin 
foe of oppression, the beloved La Fay 
ette, is also there seen. )- 

A correct estimate of the 20d that 
has resulted to the world, by the estab. 
lishment and continuation of the mason. 


dissenters, who cannot imitate in these 
points’ the church of Rome and the 
council of Berne, must forseoth outstrip 
them in another. They must compe! 
the Freemasons of their congregation 
to give them an account of those mys- 
teries and ceremonies, which their ava- 
rice and fear hinder them trom obtain- 
ing by regular initiation. And what, 
pray, becomes of those perjured men 
from whom such information is obtain- 
ed. They are promised admission into 


But notwith|the ordinances of religion, as if they |ic institution, cannot be made; but We 

$500 each, ab 250,000 | our institution, I have presented you, | Was in some measure successful,as they | standing these persecutions, Freema-| were now purified beings, from whom | have sufficient evidence to induce the 

‘Total amount charities in rough and imperfect as it is, we discov-) persuaded her to issue au order for sur-| soury was afterwards revived in Swit-|something worse than a demoniac bed | belief, that no other society, founded 
State of New Yerk, 258,520 !er ample cause for rejoicing. We) prising all the masons in the city, when | zerland, and practised without molesta- 


‘« There are probably in the United 
States, from twenty five hundred to 
three thousand Masonic institutions. 
Estimating thers at twenty five hundred 


hav® seen that the foundations of the 


assembled in their lodges, 
Masonic Edifice afe deeply and se-|  ‘ This plan, however, was frustrated 


curely laid; that the lofty and beauti- | by the intervention of the Emperor Jo- 
ful columns, which support its vast seph I, who, being himself a mason, de- 


and reducing the amount of donations and extended dome are constructed of clared his readiness to answer for their 
one half, from the estimate given by ithe most lasting and enduring materials conduct ; and showed the ladies and 
Pratt, and it appears that the masonic! The nice arrangement and beautiful their frends, that the charges which 
institution in this couutry, distribute | proportion, observable in all its various | they had brought against the order, were 


annually, tothe widow and orphan, 
and distressed, the ‘clever sum’ of 


parts evince in the most satisfactory false and defamatory, 
manner, that the hands of wise and; ‘* When the flame of persecution is 


siz hundred and twenty five thovsand dol-, skilful workmen were employed in its|once kindled, its devastations are sel- 


lars! In looking over an abstract of! erectiod, 


the records of the Grand Lodge of N. 
¥: from 1806 to 1819, we find that the 
Grand Steward Committee of eharity 
alone, frém funds derived from spe- 
cific source (distinct from tie regular 
receipts of the Grand Lodge) gave in 


donations, principally to widows and | usefulness. 


orphans, in that time, viz. thirteen 


years, the sum of twenty five thousand | 
eighty seven dollars, fifty seven cents! | 
Among the recipients of this charity, | has had her days 6f prosperity and ad 
were seveti hundred anu seventy nine| versity. In 
widows! and $2,574, 95 cents were ap-| countries of Europe, the raging storms 
propriated fur the benefit of orphan! of persecution have beat all therr 


children! 


the 


The residue was distributed among masonry ,—but it withsteod the shock. 
= and uofortunate members of| The floods of adversity came; the winds 
the Institution. , Masonic charity is)ofcalumny and reproach, blew their gave them the smallest countenance or|osity, At 


To us, brethren as mem- dom coutined to the country where it 
hers of the masonic family is commit. ortginated. ‘The example of one pa- 
ted the important trust of deiending the ton ts urged as an excuse for the con- 
noble structure, against the assaults of duct of another; and, like the storm on 
its enemies. To our care is commit- the sandy desert, its effects are rvinous 
ted, inadegree, the preservation of in proportion to its progress, In Hol- 
the masonic institution in its purity and lund and France, the hostility of the 
legislature against Freemasonry, was 
Let masonsdo their duty, and ma- i a short time disarmed. But when 
sonry is impregnable. the flame reached the ecclesiastical 

Masonry like all other institutions, 
in various 


times past, 


more cruel and its duration 
lengthened. 
miduble bull was thundered from the 


fury against the walls of the temple of 


promoted or favoured their cause—who 


tion, though with less eagernees and 
success than in the other states of Eu- 
rope. 

During these various persecutions, 
of which we have only given a general 
account, many individuals of the trater- 
nity underwent the severest treatment, 


it to the distressed brethren of their or- 
der, In 1739, after Pope Eugenius 


ry, one Crudeli, a Freemason, was im- 
yrisoned at Florence by the Inquisition 
‘and suffered the most unmerited cruel- 
‘ties for maintaining the innocence of 
association. When the Grand 


Ledge of England was informed of his 


and in their relief, that practical be- 
nevolence was strongly exemplified, | 
which Freemasons are taught te exhib- 


had issued his bull against Freemason- | 


} 


heen ejected. The eriminality, may 
we not say, the villany of such pro- 
ceedings, should be held upto the ridi- 
cule and detestation of the public. Not- 
withstanding these persecutions, Free- 
masonry has flourished, and was in the 
highest estimation in Great Britain, 
France, Germany, and several other 
kingdoms of Europe.” 

From the copious, but interesting 
and instructive account just read, we 
learn, brethren, that the tempest which 
during the last few years has raged 
against Masonry, in ourown country,| Jt has done much in spreading abroag 
is not a new thing under the sun. It\in the world, the sacred principles of 
is merely a renewal of the acts and do-| liberty, civil and religious; and estab. 


by man, has ever exerted so power(yj 
an influence, in ameliorating the cone 
dition of mankind. It has ied to the 
cultivation of the moral virtues; jy has 
softened the obdurate heart; and jt hes 
arcused to activity, the sluggish sensi. 
bilities and sympathies of human natuy. 
Its benign, but powerful influences haye 
banished from the soul, the uBholy 
spirit of bigotry and intolerance. = 

It has led its votaries to regard the 
wide spread family of man, as possess. 
ing a common interest. : 


‘ings of a former age. But, if masons ‘lishing the all-important truth, that man 


act in accordance with their profession. jis endowed by his bountiful Creator 

they have nought to fear. Let the | with certain rights of which, he cannot 
fires of proscription and persecution | be justly dispessessed. Masonry is the 


(miserable situation they recollected that| burn with ten-sold fury, if we zealously | determined foe of tyranny, whether ey. 


a foreigner, however low his rank, and| perform the several duties incumbent |ercssed over the minds or bodies of 


‘nerve for effecting his liberation. 


/masons, the same attention and gener- 


states of Italy, it kroke out with more | however distant his abode, had a claim: on us, Masonry will come forth trium-| men. 
ungovernable rage,-—its effeets were | upon their sympathy; they transmitted | phantly from the flames, unharmed, un-| that the citizens of this COUDITY are, 
more |to him twenty pounds for procuring the injured, 

lu the yea, 1758, a for- | necessaries of life, and exeted every | that has, through the remisness of ma- for the possession and enjoyments of 


A | sons, been graduaity accumulating wil! the inestimable blessings of freedom 
conclave, not only against Freemasons) brother, confined at St. Sebastian’s in | be removed, the dross will be separated and equality. It‘is stated, that the 


themselves, bot against all these who | Spain, experienced fromthe English | irom the pure metal; the temple will be | noble band of patriots, who affixed their 


1 think it’ cannet be doubted, 


And not only so, the rubbish under Ged, much indebted to masonry 


purged; and the masonic Institution, | names to that glorious instrument, which 


Lisbon, inthe year 1742,) puriiied and refined, by the trials, to declared us free and independent; and 
not exclusive. In England, France, pestilental blasts,—but all in van — advice, or who were, in any respeet,| James Mouton, a French artist, and) which it has been and may yet be sub- | pledged ‘their lives, ‘their fortunes, 
Italy, Germany and other European) Masenry survived; still survives. connected with a set of men who, in the | John Coustos, a native of Berne, in| jected, will descend arich legacy to and their sacred honour” to its support; 
coumtries, we find liberal donations Lawne’s History of Freemasoury of his Holiness, were enemies | Switzerland, were imprisoned by the! generations yet uaborn. were all, with the exception of only 
conferred on objects of charity, many | with additions, &¢." by Bro, Charles to the tranquillity of the stare, and hos-| bloody Inquisition. They were aceus-| What though we are assailed by the four individuals, free and accepted 
of whom are without the pale of the! W. Moore, of Bosten, furnishes a nar- tile to the spiritual interests of souls. — | ed of belonging toa society by which | poisoned shatts of coutunely, calumny | masons.* It is also stated, that every 
society. In 1809, a plan was adopted | rative of those troublesome times; trom Sotwithstanding the severity of this! sacrilege and sodomy were allowed ,and | and reproach! 
in New York, and has since 


_major-general of the army of the revolu- 
What though all manner of evil be tion, with the exception of Benedict 
to every offender, no particular charge, | secuters the true design of Freemason- | said against us, falsely! Shall we Arnold, was a mason.* And of the 
children are gratuitousty educated -— + ‘ But while Freemasonry flourished either of a moral or political nature, is | ry. After defending the inatitution as|tamely cringe and bow at the feet of | subordinate eflicers and privates of that 
The school is supported by the regular, in these different parts of the worldand brought against a single individual of aseful and innocent they were extend-| our enemies, and crave their mercy | noble host, who, placing their confi- 
contributions of the Lodges ia the city |in many ether places which n would be |the order: It is merely stated that the ed on the rack, in expectation that aj like felons and crimival? No! let us fidence in the omnipotent God, went 
andofthe Grand Lodge. Jt is a no- | tedious to enumerate, it was doomed to fraternity had spread far and wide, and, confession would be extorted by its) rather ‘“‘gird up our loins,’’ and with forth, bled, suffered, and many cf them 
toriovs circumstance, that during the undergo a variety of persecutions from) were daily increasing; that they admit- torments. Force, however, had no unshaken confidence in that God, whe died, in the glorious cause of equal 
late war, the Lodves and chapters in the unfonaded jealousies of a few des-| ted men of every religion into their so- controul over a mind censcious of integ- | ‘‘causeth the wrach of man to praise him rights and privileges, doubtless, a large 
the State of New York, then amouat-/ potic rulers, and the deep-rooted su- ciety, and that they bound their mem-| rity, Coustos having maintained his| and restrameth the remainder thereof,” number were members of our traiertity. 
ing to more than three hundred, con-) perstitions of a tew Catholic priests. bers by oath, to preserve with inviolable innocence, after having been thrice move manfully and fearlessly onward in On the records of this Lodge, are en- 
tributed from ten to seventydive dol- These persecutions took their rise in secrecy, the mysteries of their order.— i stretched on this instrument of agony, | the strength of conscious innocence, to | rolled the names of several of these 
lars each, to relieve the necessities of Holland inthe year 1735. The States These circumstances, indeed, were suf-| was at last’ sentenced to walk in the the discharge of every duty. Let us, | patriots. 

the famishing and impoverished inhab-| General were alarmed at the rad iv- ficient grounds for exciting the church | procession of the Auto de Fe, and to brethren, assiduously and earnestly en- time, many of the greatest ornaments 
itants of Buffalo. And so recenily as crease of Freemasons, who held thei of Rome to oppose a system so contrary | serve in the gallies for four years. At deavour to exempliiy the principles of | of our country, the firmest supporters of 
the last winter, Apollo Lodge, at Trey, meetings in every town under their to their superstitious and contracted the instance of the English Masons, | our association, in our lives and con- her free institutign, have been, and are 
in that State, purchased one hundred | government, and as they could not be- ‘views, in religion aud government.— however George II authorized the duct. 

cords of wood, and dealt it lieve that architecture and = bretherly ‘This bell was followed by an edict.dated’ British minister at Lisbon, to demand 


been in this work, LT will ofler you some ex- bull, which threatens excommunication were requested to diicover to their per- | 
constant operation by which ftv peor tracts. 


From that, to the present 


members of her iree institutions, have 
out during 


the rigorous season, to the meritorious 
poor whether masons 
In 1818 the Grand Lodze of Vermont 
one huedeed deliars the 
Vermont Bible Society. and thirty dol- 
lars tothe American Bible Seciety.— 
In Germany, Denmark aud Sweden, 
charity schools have been erected by 
the Lodges, for the education of chil- 
dren of Freenasons, whose pov ry 
debarred them from this advantage. 
‘*In the seminary established at 
Brunswick, the pupils are instructed in 
classical learning, and several branch- 
es of Mathematics. At Fisenach, sev- 
eral schools of this kind have been es- 
tablished. The teachers were eudow- 
ed with fixed salaries, wud in a short 
time after their institution they had 
sent into the world serenicen Auadred 
ehildren, instructed in the principles of 


or otherwise.— | 


love were their only objects, they re- 
ings. 


In consequence of this determ- 


ment, stating that theugh they had dis- 
covered nothing in the praciices of the 


fraternity, either to the inter-) who were daring enough to breathe the | soury encountered, were bh'therto con-| 


ests of the republic, or contrary to the 
character of geed citizens; 
derto prevent any bael consequences 
which might issue from such associa- 
tions, they deemed it prudent to abol- 
ish the assemblies of Freemasons. 
Notwithstanding this. prohibition, a 
respectable lodge having continued te 
meet private st Amsterdam, intelli 
gence was commubicated to the magis- 
trates, who arrested all the members, 
and brought them to the Court of Jns- 
tice. Before this tribunal, in presence 


of all the magistrates of the city, the ments at Rome, the Catholic clergymen COneerns of those delinquents, who: 


yet in 


Let us draw, more closely, the silken | been, and are members of the brother- 


I4th Jan. 1739, containing sentiments in bis majesty ‘s name, from the king of | bands of frienaship and brotherly love. hood. 


ily severe. 


thousand crowns in gold, were threat-. a half.’ 
ened to persons of every description, | ‘The persecutions which Freema- 


‘fined tothe continent. The tide of re- 

‘About a month alter this edict was ligious frenzy, however, now rolled to 
issued, a decree was emitied by his ho- the shores of Britain. Inthe year 
liness, condemning a French book, en- | 1745, the Associate Synod, consisting 
‘titled an apology tor the society of Free- of a few bigoted dissenters, attempted 
masons, and ordering it to be burnt by to disturb the peace of the fraternity: 


infectious air of a masonic assembly 


the ministers of justice, in one of the and had they been possessed of half the 


most frequented streets of Rome! Did power ofthe church of Rome or the 


his Holiness imagine that, by purloin- council of Berne, their proceedings, | 


mg ai grain from a msgazine of gun- prompted by equal fanaticism, would 


powder, the explosion would be less have been marked with the same sever- 


tremendous? 
In 


ity; but, fortunately for the order their 


consequence of these enact- Power extended only to the spiritual 


science, and the doctrines of Christianity! Master and Wardens boldly desended yy Totland attempted, in the year 1740, Wete of the same sect with themselves. ever will be revered, by every lover of and imperfectly exhibited to you this 
In 1771, an establishment of a similar } themselves, and declared upon oath, to enforce obedience to the ‘commands In the beginning ot the year 1745, an | freedom, science and virtue. , 


kind was formed at Cassel, in which | that they were loyal subjects, faithinl oriheii superiors. 


the children were maintained and edu- 


cated until they could provide for them-; 'uterests of their country ; that Free- examine the religious qualifications of ' 
selves. In 1773, the united Lodges of ™®sonry was an Instiiution venerable in phose who requested a certificate to re- of Masons 
Dresden, Leipsic, and Garlitz, erected to society and that’ epive the holy sucrament, 
at Frederickstadt, a seminary of learn. though they could not reveal the secrets vantage of their spiritual power 


ing for children of every 
the Electorate of Saxony. Masonic 


ito their religion, and zeaious for the 


and ceremonies of their order, they 
would assure them thut they were con. 


overture was laid 


It was customary 
Sterling, stated 


the divines of that country, to that many 


, they 


solved to discountcnance their proceed- equally bigetted, and enactments equal-| Portugal, the liberation of Coustos; Letus, whenever it shall be in our) 


before the synod of | 
impreper) Benjamin Franklin. 
things were performed at the initiation) masen. was the fiirst master of institution, which numbers, among the 
, and requested that the sy-\the first regular lodge ever held in| hundreds of thousands, who have been, 
Taking ad-| nod would consider whether or not the) Pennsylvania, H¢ also presided over! and are now, its members; many, ver} 

embers of that order were entitled 10 | the first Grand Lodge ever held in that ‘many, who ever will be esteemed, as 
concluded their examination of the ean-| partake ia the ordinances of religion. | state. 


\didates, by asking if they were Free-| ‘he synod remitted this overture to all) of Deputy Grand Master. 

subscriptions were sufiiciently liberal '*ary to the laws neither of Ged ner masons 


Iv they were, the certificate | the kirk sessions under their inspection standing the multifarious nature of his 
for its maintenance, and ta the space of | Man, and that tney would willingly ad- wo. refused, and they were exoelled 


allowing themto act as they thought | pursuits and employmeats, he paid the | 


Of the seven distinguished individu .. 


The servitude of the qutlie, which was granted in 1744, atter a) powers attend the communications oF ais, who have filled the most exalted 
ination, an ecict Was issticd by govern. | the tortures of the rack, and a fixe ofa dreadtul confinement of two years and: the order, and by our presence and ex- 


civil stationon earth, that of ci.ief Mag- 
ample, encourage and strengthen each istrate of these United States; three of 
other. chose, who-tave been called 4rem their 

Man is made for society; and in pre-| earthly labours, were masons; and of 
portion as he wihdraws trom social in- those yet remaining on earth, two 
tercourse with his fellows, in the same are masons,* the other, famed for his 
ratio, he becomes cold and reserved in! devotion to the poetic muse, we are 
his manners, feelings and affections:— | s. 


sorry to say, is our enemy, and in the 

On the other band, by frequently as-' plenitude of his wisdom, has advanced 

sociating and communing with each 


the opinion, that the state Legislatures 
other, men become soeltened in their should subject us tothe ‘‘gcod whele- 
‘natures; kind, generous and liberal some penallits of fine and imprisonment.” 
feelings are generated and kept alive’ Methinks, some brother enquires, why 
in the heart, blessing not only their pos- should masons be made liable to such 
sessor, but exerting a cheering influen- penalties? 1 will inform you, my 
ceonallarovnd. Permit me, breth- brother, it is for the herrible crime of 
ren, to introduce to your notice, the sustaining that instituiion, whose char- 
example of ene, whose memory is, and’ aeter and principles have been feebly 


evening. 
It is for the aivecious and abominable 
Franklin was a! crime of supporting and maintaining an 


I refer to that great and good man, 


Afterwards, he filled the office 


‘eceupying a high rank among the 
Noiwith- 


greatest and best of our race, as the 
benefactors of mankind, as the friends 


(of humanity. And Brethren, 


now, 
five years above eleren hundred children | mit into their order any individual in forever from the communion table. At- proper. In 1759, however, they ap-| most serupulous attention to his mason- taking into consideration, the liberal 
received a competent education. In| Whom the magistrat:s could coufide and yer the priests had exerted their au- pointed all their kirk-sessions to ex- je duties. ‘‘It appears from the min-| and republican principles, which char-: 


the same year,an extensive work house , from whom they might receive such in- thority in the expulsion of several re-, #mne every person who was suspected! utes of the order, that during thirly acterize our institution, in connection 


was erected at Prague, in which the 
children were not only initiated into the 
first principles of learning, but into 
those-branches of the fine and useful 
arts which might qualify them for com- 
mercial and agricultural stations. 


‘*The Royal Cumberland Freema- 
son‘s school, for maintaining, clothing, 
and educating the female children and 


orphans of indigent Masons, was estab- 


lished im 1788, under the patronage of 
her royal highness the Duchess of 


Cumberland. The object of this chari- 
ty is ‘to train up children in the knowl- 
edge of virtue and religion; in an ear- 
ly detestation of vice and its unhappy 
consequences; in industry, .as necessa- 
ry totheir condition; and to impress 


strongly on their minds a due sense of tulated with the court, on the imprepri- 


subordination, true humility, and obe- 
dience to their superiors.’ A spacious 
school house was erected in 1793, at 
the expense of about $125,000, which 
will accommodate one hundred chil- 
dren. The Grand Lodge of England 


have paid an ‘annual subscription ofthese ebullitiens of party spirit and pri- 


£25 to this institution, since February 
1790. Children continue in the sehool 
until they attain tothe age of fifteen 
years, when they are further provided 
for. The master forthe time being, of 


any Lodge, subscribing ene guinen 


“annually, is deemed a governor during 


* that time: and on subseribing ten guin- 


| formation, as would satisfy a reasonable 


mind. 


In consequence cf these dechar- 
ations, the brethren were dismissed. and 
the town secretary requested to become 


a member of the fraternity; after initia-_ 


ed general attention; and when many. explicit which 
pamphlets had been published in de- they might concerning 
fence of both parties, the States Gener- | tration of the mason oath. In the 


course of these examinations, the kirk- 


espectable characters, the subject excit- © bea Freemason and to demand an) years and upwards, while he was Depu-| with the statements, above made? are 


ty Grand Master of Pennsylvania, he 
was never absent from a single ‘neel- 


ing We ask no great proof of the 


| we not fully jnstified in believing that 
Free Masonry, indirectly, tt is trre, has 


dene much for cur beloved country; 


tion, he returned to the court of justice, | from asking questions that were uacon 


the principles and practice of the socie- th jndividual. 
ty, that all the magistrates became 


brethren of the order, and zealous pate | 


orably triumphed over her persecutors | 1749, edie 
in Holland, she had to contend, i | was issued by the council of Berne 
France, with prejudices equally invet- 
erate, though less impregnable. 

‘* Although many persons of distinc- 
tion defended the fraternity and expos- 


No reason is assigned by the councei 


ety of severe measures, their assemblies 
were abolished in 1737, under the com- 
mon pretence that, beneath their invio- 
lable secrets, they might cover some 
dreadful design, hostile to religion and 
dangerousto the kingdom. But when public. 
vate malice had subsided, the prohibi- 
tion of government was gradually for- 


a! interfered, and prohibited the clergy 


and gave such a faverable account of | nected with the religious character of hitherto to 


rons of Freemasonry, | authority Freemasonry | 
After Freemasonry had thos hon- | flourished in that republic till the vear 


prohibiting, under the severest penal- 
ties, the assemblies of Freemasons.— 


for their conduct; ne charges are ad- 
vanced against any of the brethren— 
The eouncil of Berne are terrified by 
secret associations; and, .on this ac- 
count, forsooth, they must persecute 
and destroy. More intolerant than the 
church of Rome, they are not satisfied 
with abolishing all the lodges in the re- 
Every Freemason in Switzer- 
land must accuse himself before the 
magistrates of the district. He must 
renounce his obligations to secrecy; 


|session discovered, (for they seem 
have been ignorant of in) 
that men who were net architects were 


“Ags the bulls of the Pope had no | admitted into the order, 


} 


On this account the svnod in the 


year 1757,thought it neeessary to adopt 

| They drew upa list 
: of foolish questions which they appoint- 
> ed every kirk session to put to those 
under their charge. These questions 
related to what they thought were the 
ceremonies of Freemasonry; and those 
who refused to answer to them were de- 
barred from religieus ordinances. The 
object of these prooceedings was not 
certainly, as is pretended. to make the 
|abettors of the Associate Svnod more 
| holy and upright, by detaching them 
‘from the fraternity. This could have 
been effected without that species of 
examination which they authorised. — 
The church of Rome were contented 
with dispersing the fraternity and receiv 


measures. 


*Masonic Mirror Dec. 5. 1829- 
high estimation in which Franklin held 
the Masonic institution, than ts furnish- 
ed by the fact just stated. His exam- 


ple is worthy the imitaation of every 


mason. May we sutier it to have all 


the effect upon us, it is so well caleu- 
lated to produce. ‘Toasteady, undautn- 
ed perseverance in the path of duty, 
we have every encouragement, we can 
desire ;— whether we take into consid- 
eration the principles of our order ;—the 
good that has resnited from it, to the 
world;—or, the characters of those, 
who have been its members and pat- 
rons. Survey for amoment the long 
catalogue containing the names of 
those who have patronized and sup- 
ported our institution, from time imme- 
morial; and does the view bring the 
blush of shame and confusion to cur 
cheeks? Do we there see nought, but 
the names pf tyrants and oppressors of 
eur race; of thase beings, who wore 


| 


done much in rearing and completing 
the splendid temple ot liberty and equal 
rights; dene much in establishing 1 
this western world, an asylum for the 


oppressed of every clime, a city of re 
luge, to which the suflerer under the 


lash of the tyrant, can flee, and be sale? 
Teannst but reply in the affirmative. 
These views are strengthened by a 
ference tothe condition of the ecuntries- 
of Europe. those nations, where 
Free Masonry has flourished, there the: 
cause of freedom and equality, has been 
gradually advancing. For example ,— 
compare Great Britain, with Russia. 
and Spain. In the former, Masonry’ 
has ever been patronized and supported; 
in the latter countries, she has been 
proseribed and persecuted. How vast- 
ly different the state of the people of 
those countries;—while in Great Brit- 
ain, you see free, liberal, and enlight- 
ened principles steadily marching on- 
ward to final ascendency; you behold 


gotten, and the fraternity in France re- 
covered their former prosperity and 
splendor. 


‘*In Germany, too, the tranquility 


and swear in the presence ofthe Great 
Ged of Heaven, to trample upon those 
engagements, Which betarethe same 
Being he had sworn to revere. 


ing its repentant members into their com 
munion. "The council of Berne went 
no farther than abolishing the society, 
and compelling the brethren, to re- 


the form of men, but possessed the 


Russia, writhing and smarting under 
hearts of friends? 


the galling yoke of a despot, and mis- 
No!—far different is the picture, the|erable, degraded S;ain, shrouded in 
long roll presents. To say nothing of|the thick gloom of priesteraft and supet- 


of the order was interrupted by the mal- 
iee of some ignorant women, The cu- 


‘* Such an instance of tyranny over 
the minds and consciences of men, is a 


nounce their engagements, lest these 


other nations but confining ourselves to 


should be inconsistent with the duties 
of citizens. But asynod of Scottish 


Four own, we there behold inscribed in 


*See Rev. B. Vi hitman’s address, at the 


brilliant eharacters, the names 


dedication of Masonic Temple, Boston. 
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